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Abstract

Leprosy is a chronic infectious disease caused by Mycobacterium leprae, predominantly
affecting the skin and peripheral nerves. Lucio phenomenon is a rare reactional state presenting
in patient with lepromatous leprosy and described as acute cutaneous necrotising vasculitis.
We discussed the case of a 38-year-old male patient presenting with oedematous and dusky
discolouration of bilateral hands and feet associated with diffuse facial involvement. His skin
condition gradually worsened to form multiple ulcers with bizarre shaped purpuric lesion over
bilateral upper and lower limbs, trunk, and face. Histopathological examination of the skin
biopsy showed multiple acid-fast bacilli and diagnosis of Lucio’s phenomenon was made in
the background of lepromatous leprosy. He was treated with multi drug therapy (MDT) as
recommended by the WHO guidelines. A better understanding of rarer manifestation of this
illness is important for early diagnosis and to prevent significant morbidity associated with it.
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