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Dear Editor,

The commentary on Bashar al-Assad presents
a chilling account of the perversion of medical
ethics, but it overlooks a critical moral dimension:
the responsibility borne by privileged individuals
and those in positions of power. (1)

Professionals, trained to embody compassion
and healing, have a profound moral imperative
to advocate for justice and human dignity. When
these principles are ignored, the consequences
reverberate far beyond individual actions,
implicating societal structures and global inaction.

Ethics demands more than the absence of
wrongdoing; it requires active engagement
to prevent harm. Physicians, leaders, and
policymakers share a duty to protect healthcare
as a neutral and inviolable space.

Assad’s regime, as detailed, violated this
principle through deliberate targeting of medical
facilities and the weaponization of healthcare.
This betrayal of moral obligations highlights the
necessity for a robust global response to safeguard
these principles.

Those privileged within society, whether as
medical professionals, global leaders, or ordinary
citizens, must voice out, vote, and advocate for
what is right. (2)

This involves resisting authoritarian impulses,
upholding human rights, and ensuring that
healthcare systems remain sanctuaries of care,
even in conflict. International actors, too, have
an obligation to intervene decisively against such

breaches.

This commentary could inspire more actionable
discourse by framing the issue as a shared ethical
challenge. Strengthening global medical ethics
education, advocating for universal protections
for healthcare workers, and holding violators
accountable are moral imperatives that transcend

borders.

Only by uniting these efforts can we prevent future
atrocities and honor the fundamental principles of

medicine and humanity.
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