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According to the Merriam-Webster dictionary, pseudoscience is defined as “a system of theories,
assumptions, and methods erroneously regarded as scientific”. In simpler terms, it is fake science made
to appear like real science. Pseudoscience is rife in healthcare as it is a cash cow for unscrupulous
businesses. Pseudoscience in healthcare goes hand in hand with infodemic, which according to WHO -
“too much information including false or misleading information in digital and physical environments
during a disease outbreak”.

The trouble with pseudoscience and infodemic is ever more apparent during the COVID-19 pandemic,
whereby it interferes with evidence-based methods that are implemented to combat the pandemic
effectively. When the community believes in pseudoscience instead of effective public health measures
such as wearing masks in public places and prevention by vaccinations, the pandemic will be difficult
to control.

This forum aims to explore what pseudoscience claims are being peddled in Malaysia and worldwide
and how it is being dealt with. It will also explore the policies available and policies that can be
structured to deal with pseudoscience in healthcare.
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